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“Yesterday” Beatles - ESL Listening Activity: 
Directions:

Please note. This is a review activity is intended to be used after stative (non-action verbs) like “need, want, believe, long, etc,” have been taught for a few days. This activity can be done two ways.  One is to just do a simple cloze activity in which students fill in the blanks on the sheet. The other way is to first have them sort the lyrics. If you want to do it this way, here is how you can do it.  Please also check out my other “Reductions In Music” ESL worksheet and my site at www.eslcommando.com.

1) Make a copy of p. 2 or 3 for each student/group you want to participate. (I recommend groups). 

2) Cut up the lyrics on the horizontal lines that are provided. 

3) Mix them up for groups of 3-4 students. 

4) Play the song found at this location: Yesterday Music Video
5) Students must put the lyrics in order by both listening to the stative verb and the words around it.  

6) You can check students comprehension after one try, if they don’t get it play the song mix again.  

7) After the second try, the group with the most in the correct order should win. 

8) Finally, you can give them another complete copy in order so that they can check their answers. 

9) After that, you can also have them fill out the reductions by listening to the song one more time. Review answers and correct in groups. Help students to realize why they use a simple present even though the speaker uses “now”. The answer is that they are non-action/stative verbs. 

Fill in the blanks/Sort Game Version:

Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away.

Now it _____________ as though they're here to stay.

Oh, I _____________ in yesterday.



Suddenly I_____________ not half the man I used to be  

There's a shadow hanging over me

Oh, yesterday came suddenly.




Why she had to go 
I don't _____________, she wouldn't say.  


I said something wrong. 

Now I _____________ for yesterday.


Yesterday love was such an easy game to play

Now I _____________ a place to hide away

Oh, I _____________ in yesterday



Why’d she have to go?

I don't _____________, she wouldn't say


I said something wrong

Now I _____________ for yesterday



Yesterday love was such an easy game to play

Now I _____________ a place to hide away

Oh, I _____________ in yesterday


Game Version (Sort) without blanks/Key:

Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away.

Now it looks as though they're here to stay.

Oh, I believe in yesterday.



Suddenly I'm not half the man I used to be  

There's a shadow hanging over me

Oh, yesterday came suddenly.




Why she had to go I don't know, 
she wouldn't say.  


I said something wrong. 

Now I long for yesterday.


Yesterday love was such an easy game to play

Now I need a place to hide away

Oh, I believe in yesterday



Why’d she have to go?

I don't know, she wouldn't say


I said something wrong

Now I long for yesterday



Yesterday love was such an easy game to play

Now I need a place to hide away

Oh, I believe in yesterday

More at www.eslcommando.com


